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Meetings 

The Mid-Hudson Orchid 

Society meets the  

2
nd

 Sunday of each month 

at 1:30 pm at the Union 

Presbyterian Church,  

44 Balmville Road  

(corner of Balmville  

Road and Beech Street),  

in Newburgh, NY 12550. 

 

2019 Meeting Dates 

 March 10 

 April 14 

 May 5 (Mother’s Day 

adjustment) 

 June 9 

 July 14 

 No Meeting in August 

 Sept 8 

 Oct 18 - Set Up, 4-7 

 Oct 19 - Fall Sale  

 Nov 10 - Elections 

 Dec 9 - Holiday Party 

 

MHOS Officers and 

Volunteers 

 

Ruth Nattras, President 

president@mhos.us.com 

 

Andrew Sinno, Vice 

President 

 

Paul Klymko, Treasurer  

treasurer@mhos.us.com 

 

Fred Plant, Membership 

members@mhos.us.com 

 

Our AOS Representative: 

Barbara Russell, 

Secretary 

secretary@mhos.us.com 

 

Elaine Grega, Program  

Chair 

 

Susan Hall, Web Master 

 Welcome to the New Year, 2019! 
 

Our first meeting is Sunday, March 10.  Please join us to kick off the New Year 

right!  Our meetings are scheduled (mostly) for the second Sunday of every 

month.  Please see our complete list of meeting right to your left. 

 

Please also remember that 2019 Dues are now due.  $25 for Individual/$35 for 

Family.  You can pay them at either of the upcoming meetings or mail them to: 

 

MHOS/MEMBERSHIP 

6 Old Temple Hill Road, Unit 91 

Vails Gate, NY 12584-7506 

Please make checks payable to MHOS 

 Please Pitch In! 

 

We’re still looking for volunteers for various small jobs, as well as for someone 

to take over as web master. Need to know Google calendar and will train with 

present web master by phone, email or in person. If interested, please contact 

Ruth at president@mhos.us.com 

 Send us your pictures and help us combat the winter blahs! 
 

So here’s a picture of my Laeliocattleya 

currently in bloom.  Can you do better than that 

– oh,yes, I’m sure you can.  So let’s support the 

Groundhog by sending pictures of your best 

plants in bloom right now to 

ericaobey@gmail.com. 
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Moths, Bees, Birds… and Perhaps People? By Tony Lombardino 

(Originally published in Deep Cut Orchids Society Orchid News) 

Orchids have populated the earth for over 300 million years, first appearing when all the 

continents of our current world were fused into one huge land mass. As the continents drifted 

apart, eventually taking their current positions, orchids travelled with them and, as a result, 

populate every continent except Antarctica. During their travels through space and time 

incredible environmental changes must have presented these amazing plants with unimaginable 

challenges to their survival. Yet despite these challenges, orchids were able to evolve and thrive. 

Much of their survival has been due to their amazing ability not only to attract pollinators, but to 

co-evolve with those pollinators so that the pollinators themselves cannot survive without the 

very orchids they pollinate. Take, for example, the male euglossine bees that harvest scent 

molecules from certain orchids in order to attract the females necessary for mating. Or the 

Darwin moth, who so depends on orchid nectar that it has evolved a tongue ten inches long so it 

can traverse the nectary of the angraecum that it pollinates. It can be said that the success of 

orchid survival has depended to a great extent on their ability to seduce other organisms into 

assisting them in their ability to reproduce.  

However, in today’s world this delicate dance of survival is being disrupted by rapid 

environmental changes, many of them caused by human incursion into natural orchid habitats. 

 Deforestation, insecticides, human plundering and even climate change are threatening orchids 

far faster than natural evolution can mitigate. If left to their ancient survival mechanisms, it’s 

likely that entire families of orchids may well become extinct.  

But although we humans have disrupted the ancient rhythms of the natural world, is it also 

possible that we have been, like moths and bees and birds, seduced into helping orchids survive? 

Have these plants, with their beauty, complexity, and almost infinite variety, now found an 

avenue of escape from extinction by attracting the attention and affection of us humans?  

In recent decades, orchidists have learned to propagate orchids far faster and in exponentially 

higher numbers than ever occurs in nature. We now create hybrids that are stronger and more 

resilient than their parents. Our interests have moved from genera with big, fragrant flowers to 

those subtler but no less interesting groups such as miniatures, those with insignificant flowers 

and even those whose fragrance can be nauseating. In addition, those of us who love these 

amazing plants are spending time, energy and money on conservation programs to preserve as 

many of their natural habitats as we can.  

In our human-centric ways of thinking, we tend to believe that we are always the ones in control. 

We are attracted to orchids, so we buy them, learn their needs, help them thrive, fill greenhouses 
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with them, propagate them. All for our enjoyment, we think. But from the point of view those 

orchids we’re obsessed with, is it possible that we are just the latest in a long line of conquests to 

assist them in their struggle to survive?   

 

FROM THE AOS: 

UPCOMING WEBINARS 

It’s easy to find the scheduled webinars and to register on the AOS website.  You’ll find the link 

under the All About Orchids tab.  If you check there, you will find any webinars that have been 

scheduled after the production of the monthly Corner. 

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Dr. Ron McHatton 

Tuesday, January 29th, 2018 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM EST        Open to all 

Please join Dr. Ron McHatton, AOS Chief Science Officer, as he answers your questions about 

all things orchid.  He will discuss a variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions 

submitted by attendees.  Please send your questions and pictures to Sandra Svoboda at 

greenhousechat@aos.org by Tuesday, January 22nd .  Remember to include pictures. 

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8715770793699735042 

Cultural Techniques for Growing Cymbidiums with George Hatfield 

Wednesday, February 13th, 2018 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM EST        Members Only 

Please join George Hatfield of Hatfield Orchids, premier hybridizer and grower of Cymbidiums. 

He will share tips on getting them to flower with lots of flowers and cultural techniques for 

growing award-winning Cymbidiums!  

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8443419564208111107 

 

Cymbidium Whitney Houston 'I Will Always Love You' 

HCC/AOS; Photographer: Larry Vierheilig 

 

mailto:greenhousechat@aos.org
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/DIS3/j/2d/3hA/6fgT0f/UPtq4d2AxO/P/P
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/DIS3/5/2S/3hA/6fgT0f/zeXox92KAQ/P/P
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American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Dr. Ron McHatton 

Tuesday, February 26th, 2018 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM EST        Open to all 

Please join Dr. Ron McHatton, AOS Chief Science Officer, as he answers your questions about 

all things orchid.  He will discuss a variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions 

submitted by attendees.  Please send your questions and pictures to Sandra Svoboda at 

greenhousechat@aos.org by Sunday, February 24th.  Remember to include pictures. 

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2314157910598154753 

Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation e-mail containing information about 

joining the seminar. 

 
 

mailto:greenhousechat@aos.org
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/DIS3/r/2B/3hA/6fgT0f/wu6HN8PJj/P/P

