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The Mid-Hudson Orchid 
Society meets the 2nd 
Sunday of each month at 
1:30 pm at the Union 
Presbyterian Church,  
44 Balmville Road  
(corner of Balmville  
Road and Beech Street),  
in Newburgh, NY 12550. 
 
Bring your blooming 
orchids for the show 
table. 
 
 
 
 

2016 Meeting Dates 
 
 
 

July 10– Members Elaine 
Grega & Fred Plant: 
Redlands International 
Orchid Festival (P) 
 
NO MEETING IN 
AUGUST 
 

September 11 – Jim 
Freeman on the genus 
Epidendrum 
 

October 15, SATURDAY  
Fall Show & Sale 11:00 – 
3:00 
 
 

Nov 13 – Richard Ho on 
Chinese Cymbidiums 
 
 

Dec 11 – elections and 
holiday potluck dinner 
 
 

2017  
 
No meeting in January 
 
 

P:  member plant sales 
permitted. 
NP:  member plant sales not 
permitted 
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MHOS is an Affiliated Organization of the American Orchid Society 
 

 

 

  

 

July 10:  The Redlands Orchid Show with MHOS Members Elaine Grega and Fred 
Plant 

The Redlands International Orchid Festival is the Woodstock of orchid events, 
with seventy vendors from all over the world attracting a crowd of blissed-out 
orchid hobbyists from North America and the Caribbean basin.  At this month’s 
meeting, our own Elaine and Fred will give use their impressions of this 
extravagant event. 
 

August:  NO MEETING 
 

September 11:  Epidendrums, with Jim Freeman 
Jim, who spoke to us about Maxillarias a few years ago, is returning to talk about 
the genus Epidendrum.  When epiphytic orchids were first brought to the 
attention of European botanists, they were all classified as Epidendrum, which 
means “upon trees”.  As more and more epiphytic orchid species became known, 
it became clear that they had to be split into more than one genus, so species 
were moved out of Epidendrum as new genera became clear.     
 

Until the work of Carl Withner and Patricia Harding early in this century, many 
neotropical epiphytic orchids that did not resemble each other remained 
classified as Epidendrum, but Withner and Harding have restricted the genus to 
orchids with thin, smooth, reed-like canes with small, densely clustered flowers 
that have a split rostellum and the lip united with the column.  We’ll see how Jim 
defines the genus.   
 

 
 
 
   

Silva’s Orchids:  A Family’s Commitment to Growing Quality Plants from Seed 
 

August Silva came to America from Portugal in 1927.  He started growing orchids 
in 1934 and opened Silva’s Orchids in 1957.  After his death in 1977, his sons 
Joseph and Anthony took over the business.  Joe and his wife Beth came to our 
June meeting ostensibly to talk about growing orchids from seed, but they ended 
up telling us a lot about keeping an orchid business viable and about using 
Orchiata, a treated pine bark potting medium from New Zealand that appeared 
on the mass market in the USA within the last ten years. 
 

Joe’s major point about his business, which is located in Neptune NJ, is that it will 
only be viable as long as it can distinguish itself from other growers.  This means 
continually producing new crosses rather than reselling plants purchased from 
other growers.  New crosses are produced by hybridizing, which is the specialty of 
Joe’s brother Tony.  Tony will look at the flowers of two orchids and think about 
what would happen if they were crossed, and, if he thinks the results will be good, 
he takes pollen from a flower of one plant, places it on the stigmatic surface of a 
flower of the other plant, and waits for a seed pod to form.   
 

When a seedpod has ripened, the Silvas send it to a lab where the seeds will be  
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germinated under sterile and controlled conditions.  At the lab, the seeds are 
removed from the pod and put in a flask containing growing medium.  Once they 
have germinated and grown for a year or two, the flask is sent to Silva’s where the 
wait for blossoms begins.  This process, from pollination to flowering, used to take 
up to eight years, but new techniques have cut the time to three or four years.    
 

Once the seedlings are blooming, favorites can be selected for cloning.  This 
involves taking a growing stem from a plant, putting it in a flask as you would with 
seeds, and then shaking the flask to break the tissue.  This dividing process is 
repeated until there are many tiny bits of tissue that will turn into protocorms 
that are allowed to mature.   
 

Seeding and then cloning some of the seedlings gives Silva’s fresh, unique 
inventory, but it also gives the business clean plants.  The seedlings are created 
from plants that are not virused, and because they come back from a sterile lab in 
a closed flask, they do not bring disease to the range.  Joe once had to buy plants 
in 4” pots because he had a gap in his inventory, and a black rot called Pythium 
came with these plants.   
 

Silva’s pots its orchids in Orchiata.   Other vendors think this is extravagant 
because Orchiata is expensive, but Joe told us why it is actually cheaper for him to 
grow this way.   Standard orchid-potting bark became more and more expensive, 
and the quality became worse and worse.  Not only was about half the material in 
a bag useless, the process for removing the useless portion required building an 
enormous water trough to clean it in.  This made using Orchiata, a product that 
was more expensive by volume, less expensive to use. 
 

The most revealing thing Joe said about his use of Orchiata was that he mixes it 
with perlite and/or charcoal.  This was an excellent thing to learn, because some 
of our members have found that growing in straight Orchiata causes plants to 
dehydrate even though the roots were magnificent.  Perlite will help control 
dehydration.   
 

Joe also talked about the various grades (sizes) Orchiata comes in.  The grade 
needs to be matched with an orchid’s need to maintain moisture.  An orchid 
whose roots need to dry quickly should be potted in a large grade, while one that 
needs to retain moisture should be in a small grade.  Note that this has nothing to 
do with the size of the roots.  Cymbidiums have large roots but should not dry 
out, so they should be planted in the smallest grade of Orchiata, while certain 
Dendrobiums or any Encyclia would be happy in the large grade.  Cattleyas would 
fall in the middle.  The Silvas are able to sell Orchiata at a reasonable price 
because they buy a lot for themselves. 
\ 

One final and excellent point Joe made about his operation is that his plants are 
already accustomed to our climate, which makes them easier for us to grow.   This 
is important, because plants from Florida are accustomed to a longer growing 
season than we can provide, and plants from California are not accustomed to our 
heat.   Silva’s provides us with clean, unique, and acclimatized orchids that are 
potted in a superior medium.   
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Societies in our Region 
 
1st Sunday, 11:30am  
Central NY – Syracuse  
www.cnyos.org  
 

1st Sunday, 1 pm 
Northeastern PA – Lakeville 
www.nepaorchidsociety.org  
 

1st Tuesday, 7:30pm 
Pinelands – Medford, NJ 
pinelandsorchidsociety.org  
 

1st Saturday, 1:30pm   
North Eastern New York – 
Albany/Colonie, NY  
www.nenyos.org  
 

2nd Monday, 7:30pm  
Suffolk – Setauket  
www.suffolkorchids.com  
 

2nd Tuesday, 7pm 
Greater Westchester –  
White Plains, NY 
 

2nd Tuesday, 7:30pm   
Deep Cut – Tinton Falls, NJ 
www.deepcutorchids.com 
 

2nd Wednesday, 7pm   
Manhattan – New York, NY 
www.manhattanorchid.org  
 

2nd Wednesday, 7pm    
Connecticut – Farmington or 
Cheshire 
www.ctorchids.org  
 

2nd Thursday, 8pm  
North Jersey – East Hanover 
www.njorchids.org  
 

2nd Thursday, 7:30pm  
Long Island – Lynbrook 
longislandorchidsociety.org  
 

3rd Sunday, 2pm 
Western PA – Pittsburgh, PA 
www.oswp.org  
  

3rd Sunday, 2pm  
Southern Tier – Binghamton  
www.storchidsociety.com   
 

3rd Tuesday, 7pm  
Staten Island, NY 
www.siosonline.com  
 

3rd Wednesday 
Matinecock - Oyster Bay, NY 
 

3rd Wednesday, 7pm  
Greater NY – Bronx, NY 
www.gnyos.org 
 

3rd Thursday, 7pm   
Ramapo – Englewood, NJ 
www.ramapoorchid.org  
 

4th Tuesday, 7pm  
Jersey Highlands - Augusta, NJ 
www.jerseyhighlandsorchid. 
wordpress.com   
 

     
       

 

 

Events in the Northeast 
 

NORTHEAST JUDGING CENTER 
CHAIR, STAMFORD - JOHN SULLIVAN, 299 VILLAGE PLACE, WYCKOFF, NJ 07481; C: (201) 
835-0113, H: (201) 891-6657, EMAIL:JOHNDSULLIVAN@OPTONLINE.NET  
Judging takes place at the Bartlett Arboretum and Gardens, Silver Educational 
Center, 151 Brookdale Road, Stamford, CT at 12:00PM on the third Saturday of 
the month. Send cut flowers to: John Sullivan, 299 Villiage Place, Wyckoff, NJ 
07481. 
 
 

 
Orchid events around the world can be found in the AOS magazine Orchids or on 
the AOS website at www.aos.org.  Check before traveling to see if there may be a 
local orchid event at your destination  
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A Few Facts about Orchid Hybridizing 
 
The parents have to have the same number of chromosomes in order to 
reproduce.  This is why some genera cannot be crossed with others. 
 
The plant that donates its pollen is called the “pollen parent”, while the one 
that receives the pollen and creates the pod is called the “pod parent”.   
Reversing the pod and pollen parents (of the same cross) will sometimes 
produce noticeably different results.    
 
When a pod is sent to a lab, the seeds are sampled to see how many of them 
contain embryos, because those without embryos will not germinate.   If the 
percentage of viable seeds is low, the pod will not be grown out. 
 
Some species or hybrids are used over and over again in breeding because they 
have certain characteristics that will dominate in the offspring.  One might pass 
on its fragrance 75% of the time, while another’s large-sized flower might 
prevail.   
 
Orchids are sometimes crossed with themselves, that is, they receive their own 
pollen.  The reason to do this is to bring out a recessive trait found in that 
particular plant.  For example, if a seedling of orchid X has a fabulous color 
found in no other orchid X, a selfing should result in more seeds with the genes 
for that fabulous color than if this orchid X was crossed with another orchid X.    
Similarly, sibling crosses are made to bring out desirable traits. For more 
details, see Sue Bottom’s article about the advantages of selfing and sibbing: 
http://www.staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/BreedingImprovedSpeciesSelfingsand
SibCrossesbySueBottom.pdf 
 
Here is a well illustrated article by Charles Marden Fitch about the pollination process:  
http://www.aos.org/orchids/additional-resources/pollinating-cattleya-flowers.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

  

http://www.cnyos.org/
http://www.nepaorchidsociety.org/
http://www.pinelandsorchidsociety.org/
http://www.nenyos.org/
http://www.suffolkorchids.com/
http://www.deepcutorchids.com/
http://www.manhattanorchid.org/
http://www.ctorchids.org/
http://www.njorchids.org/
http://www.longislandorchidsociety.org/
http://www.oswp.org/
http://www.storchidsociety.com/
http://www.siosonline.com/
http://www.gnyos.org/
http://www.ramapoorchid.org/
http://www.njorchids.org/Meetings/judging.htm
mailto:Email:johndsullivan@optonline.net
http://www.aos.org/
http://www.staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/BreedingImprovedSpeciesSelfingsandSibCrossesbySueBottom.pdf
http://www.staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/BreedingImprovedSpeciesSelfingsandSibCrossesbySueBottom.pdf
http://www.aos.org/orchids/additional-resources/pollinating-cattleya-flowers.aspx


` 

 

M
id

-H
ud

so
n 

O
rc

hi
d 

So
ci

et
y 

c/
o 

Is
ab

el
 L

op
at

in
 

13
 P

in
e 

St
 

C
ol

d 
Sp

rin
g 

N
Y

 1
05

16
 

A
O

S Judging 
 The N

ortheast Judging C
enter holds tw

o m
onthly orchid judging sessions: 

 1
st Saturday of each m

onth at Tow
er H

ill B
otanic G

arden, B
oylston, M

A
.  N

ew
 

contact for directions: R
obert W

inkley (617) 282-7351.  w
w

w
.tow

erhillbg.org .  
 3

rd Saturday of each m
onth at the B

artlett A
rboretum

 and G
ardens, 151 B

rookdale 
R

oad, Stam
ford, C

onnecticut.  Slides or presentations at 10am
, judging begins around 

12pm
; bring your lunch.  

 For further inform
ation, contact R

ita C
ohen at 516-374-6426 or orchart@

optonline.net 
  

D
irections to A

O
S Judging at the B

artlett A
rboretum

 &
 G

ardens  
 Form

erly at the H
am

pton Inn, Elm
sford, the regular A

O
S N

ortheast judging m
eetings have m

oved to a new
 location about 15-20 

m
inutes aw

ay, at the B
artlett A

rboretum
 &

 G
ardens, Stam

ford, C
T.  

 From
 the M

erritt Parkw
ay (R

oute 15).  Take Exit 35 and follow
 H

igh R
idge R

oad (R
oute 137) north for 1.5 m

iles to B
rookdale R

oad.  
Turn left on B

rookdale R
oad and proceed 3/10 of a m

ile.  The entrance to the B
artlett A

rboretum
 w

ill be on your right. 
It is a beautiful facility and a great place to visit. Their w

ebsite is w
w

w
.bartlettarboretum

.org  or you can call 203-322-6971. 
 

C
heck out our  

Facebook Page 
 It’s M

id-H
udson O

rchid Society 
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http://www.towerhillbg.org/
mailto:orchart@optonline.net
mailto:orchart@optonline.net
http://www.bartlettarboretum.org/
http://www.bartlettarboretum.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Mid-Hudson-Orchid-Society/199456320149911
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