
     

 

www.mhos.us.com    

The Mid-Hudson Orchid 
Society meets the 2nd 
Sunday of each month at 
1:30 pm at the Union 
Presbyterian Church,  
44 Balmville Road  
(corner of Balmville  
Road and Beech Street),  
in Newburgh, NY 12550. 
 
Bring your blooming 
orchids for the show table. 
 
 
 

2014 Meeting Dates 
 
May 4 (one week early due    
to Mother’s Day) – Dr. Clark 
Riley: “Orchid Taxonomy for 
Fun & Profit”  (P) 
 
June 8 – Marc Hachadourian 
of The New York Botanical 
Garden, on “Extreme 
Orchids: From the Beautiful 
to the Bizarre - A Survey of 
Orchid Biodiversity” 
 
July & August – no meeting 
 
September 14 – speaker 
Ron McHatton, Chief 
Operating Officer, AOS 
(tentative) 
 
October 18 – Fall Show 
and Sale 
 
November 9 – speaker Jim 
Freeman on maxillarias (P) 
 
December 14 – Elections 
and Holiday Pot Luck 
dinner 

May 2014 

MHOS NEWSLETTER 

Meetings 

 

 

MHOS is an Affiliated Organization of the American Orchid Society 

 

(NP) = Member plant 
sales not permitted 
 

(P) = Member plant sales 
permitted 
 

Please visit the MHOS booth at the  

Bus trip to Shore Orchid Festival 
Saturday, June 7th  
 

MHOS is proceeding with a bus trip to the fourth  
annual Shore Fest Orchid Festival, hosted by Silva Orchids in Neptune, NJ on Saturday June 
7th.  There will be many vendors:  Andy's Orchids; Cal- Orchid; Fishing Creek; Ecuagenera; 
Dragon Agro; Kelly's Korner; Little Brook Orchids; orchidPhile; Ten- Shin; Waldor Orchids; 
Paul Donohoe Photography; New World Orchids; Suwada Orchid Nursery; as well as the 
extensive Silva Orchids greenhouses. 
 

Silva Orchids will offer a $5 coupon to anyone who travels by bus with us.  Also, they will 
provide each bus with a package of seedling orchids (2” or 3” pots of nice plants) to be raffled 
on the way home.  There will also be lectures throughout the day, as well as AOS judging.   
 

And a BBQ lunch is included.  It will feature a selection of one of the following: a grilled 
chicken sandwich, hamburger, or hot dog.  Also included is corn bread, cole slaw, macaroni 
salad, watermelon and a soft drink or water. 
 

Bus leaves at 8am from behind Sears at the Newburgh Mall (Exit 7B off of Interstate 84) and 
returns by 6:30 pm. 
 

This is an opportunity for all of us to spend a day together doing what we love best – being in 
the midst of the orchid community, surrounded by beautiful plants and useful supplies for sale.   
 

If you want to go, please contact Elisabeth Mansfield at 845-294-1000 to reserve a seat.  $35 
for MHOS members, and $40 for non-members.  Payment is required with reservation.   
 

If you wish to contact vendors in advance to bring certain orchids or supplies for you, see page 
two for contact information.   
 
 

May 4th Speaker Dr. Clark Riley: "Orchid Taxonomy for Fun 
and Profit - A Beginner's Introduction and Veteran's Relief" 
 
Yes, it is easy to have fun with taxonomy.  Dr. Clark Riley brings to bear his experience 
working in a genetic laboratory combined with 50-plus years of very practical orchid growing.  
Learn what is important and what is trivia with taxonomy, and live at peace with your labels!   
 

Clark Riley has been an active orchid grower since 1957, growing a wide range of orchids, 
including several thousand terrestrials, hardy species, and ladyslippers, Brazilian Laelias, and 
specialty Phalaenopsis, often from seed.  He was the producer for the book and CD of 
“Proceeding of the North American Native Terrestrial Orchid Conference”.  He is a member of 
the Maryland Orchid Society, the American Orchid Society, the International Phalaenopsis 
Alliance, and a frequent contributor to the Orchid List Digest.  He will be bringing plants for 
sale – a selection of orchids and companion plants from his personal collection.  Visit his web 
site at http://cyps.us. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.mhos.us.com/
http://cyps.us/
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President * 

Elisabeth Mansfield 
845-294-1000 
 
Vice President * 

Isabel Lopatin 
845-265-9057 

 

Membership Secretary * 

Ruth Nattras 
845-343-2901 
 
Corresponding 

Secretary * 

Denise Giardullo 
845-687-4891 
 
Program Secretary * 

Bryan Bailey 
845-728-2336 
 

Recording Secretary * 

Brenda Peterson 
914-489-9152 
 
Treasurer * 

John Warren 
845-562-0681 
 
AOS Rep 

Lois Brennan 
845-255-7931 
 
Librarian  

Ruth Nattras   
845-343-2901  
 
Newsletter  

and Website 

Elisabeth Mansfield 
845-294-1000 
Elisabeth@Mansfield
Commercial.com  
 
* MHOS Officers 
 

Other positions  
are volunteer 

 
 

MHOS Officers 

& Volunteers 

       2014  
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Neem Oil       by Susan Jones 
 

Reprinted from the JUNE 2004 issue of Orchids -- The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society.  
Copyright American Orchid Society -- www.aos.org 
 

The Neem Tree (Azadirachta indica, also known as indian lilac or margosa) probably originated 
in India or Burma.   Neem is a large, fast-growing evergreen that can reach approximately 40 to 
80 feet (12 to 24 m) in height.  The tree is drought resistant and heat tolerant, and may live up to 
200 years.  It grows in many Asian countries, as well as tropical areas of the western 
hemisphere.  Neem oil, which is extracted from the tree’s seeds, has been used for its medicinal 
and insecticidal properties for more than 4,000 years.   
 

Applications for Humans  
Since ancient times, man has utilized neem products for their pest-repellent properties.  Neem 
has been shown to ward off sand flies and mosquitoes, aiding in control of the spread of 
diseases such as malaria.  Neem oil has been used to treat lice and scabies, and tea brewed from 
the leaf of the tree employed as a termite control.  Neem leaves placed in the pockets of woolen 
clothing are said to fend off moths;  added to stored grains and beans, they help keep insects out.  
Neem products are included in some dog soaps and shampoos to repel fleas and ticks, and used 
as a cattle-feed supplement to kill parasites.  The application of neem derivatives to bags and 
stored grains provides safe and relatively inexpensive protection against insect pests, fungus and 
even rats, reducing post-harvest losses in developing countries. 
 

Medicinal Uses  
Neem is considered harmless to humans, animals, birds, beneficial insects and earthworms, and 
has been approved by the US Environmental Protection Agency for use on food crops.  
Azadirachtin and other active ingredients in the neem seed have insecticidal properties that are 
effective against a broad spectrum of insects, many mites and nematodes, and even snails and 
fungi, and do not seem to generate resistance in the pests they affect.  Neem products do not 
provide absolute insect control, but frequent applications can reduce pest populations 
dramatically by repelling them;  inhibiting their larval development, growth, fertility, mating 
and egg laying, and deterring feeding.  A solution of neem oil smothers insect pests and has 
antifungal properties as well – the oil coats the plant’s surface and prevents the germination of 
fungal spores.  Neem oil can also be used as a safe, natural leaf polish.      (continued on page 3) 
 

ShoreFest Vendors 
To contact vendors in advance, here is 
their info. Most vendors need at least a 
few weeks advance notice, so contact 
them at your earliest convenience. 
www.silvaorchids.com  
www.andysorchids.com 
www.calorchid.com 
www.ecuagenera.com 
www.dragonagro.com 
www.kkorchid.com 
www.littlebrookorchids.com 
www.tenshinorchids.com/ 
www.waldor.com 
www.pauldonohoephotography.com  
www.newworldorchids.com 
http://www.roy.hi-ho.ne.jp/suwada-
orchid/eindex.htm 
orchidPhile email:  
carrir@optonline.net, or find them 
on Facebook 
Fishing Creek Orchids email:  
fcvorchids@aol.com  
 

mailto:Elisabeth@MansfieldCommercial.com
mailto:Elisabeth@MansfieldCommercial.com
http://www.aos.org/
http://www.silvaorchids.com/
http://www.andysorchids.com/
http://www.calorchid.com/
http://www.ecuagenera.com/
http://www.dragonagro.com/
http://www.kkorchid.com/
http://www.littlebrookorchids.com/
http://www.tenshinorchids.com/
http://www.waldor.com/
http://www.pauldonohoephotography.com/
http://www.newworldorchids.com/
http://www.roy.hi-ho.ne.jp/suwada-orchid/eindex.htm
http://www.roy.hi-ho.ne.jp/suwada-orchid/eindex.htm
mailto:carrir@optonline.net
mailto:fcvorchids@aol.com
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1st Sunday, 11:30am  

Central NY – Syracuse  
www.cnyos.org  
 

1st Sunday, 1 pm 

Northeastern PA – Lakeville 
www.nepaorchidsociety.org  
 

1st Tuesday, 7:30pm 

Pinelands – Medford, NJ 
pinelandsorchidsociety.org  
 

1st Saturday, 1:30pm   

North Eastern New York – 
Albany/Colonie, NY  
www.nenyos.org  
 

2nd Monday, 7:30pm  

Suffolk – Setauket  
www.suffolkorchids.com  
 

2nd Tuesday, 7pm 

Greater Westchester –  
White Plains, NY 
 

2nd Tuesday, 7:30pm   
Deep Cut – Tinton Falls, NJ 
www.deepcutorchids.com 
 

2nd Wednesday, 7pm   

Manhattan – New York, NY 
www.manhattanorchid.org  
 

2nd Wednesday, 7pm    
Connecticut – Farmington or 
Cheshire 
www.ctorchids.org  
 

2nd Thursday, 8pm  

North Jersey – East Hanover 
www.njorchids.org  
 

2nd Thursday, 7:30pm  
Long Island – Lynbrook 
longislandorchidsociety.org  
 

3rd Sunday, 2pm 

Western PA – Pittsburgh, PA 
www.oswp.org  
  

3rd Sunday, 2pm  

Southern Tier – Binghamton  
www.storchidsociety.com   
 

3rd Tuesday, 7pm  

Staten Island, NY 
www.siosonline.com  
 

3rd Wednesday 

Matinecock - Oyster Bay, NY 
 

3rd Wednesday, 7pm  

Greater NY – Bronx, NY 
www.gnyos.org 
 

3rd Thursday, 7pm   

Ramapo – Englewood, NJ 
www.ramapoorchid.org  
 

4th Tuesday, 7pm  

Jersey Highlands - Augusta, NJ 
www.jerseyhighlandsorchid. 
wordpress.com   
 
Check for date changes. Many 

do not meet in July or August. 
 

Other Area Societies 

Events in the Northeast 
 

April 26th & 27th – Black Meadow Flora’s “Orchid Fascination”, 256 Black Meadow Road, 
Chester, NY.  Margaret Bridge  845-469-5055  mbridge@blackmeadowflora.com  
 

April 26th & 27th – Southern Tier Orchid Society Annual Show, Oakdale Mall, 601-605 
Harry L. Drive, Johnson City, NY.  Anne Tinker 607-797-1383 anneetinker@yahoo.com  
 

April 26th & 27th – Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Annual Show, Center for 
Information & Community Services, 2330 Midland Ave, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. John Li  
905-949-8833 johnlkli@yahoo.com   
 

May 2nd to 4th – Long Island Orchid Festival, Planting Fields Arboretum, Oyster Bay, NY.  
www.longislandorchidsociety.org  
 

May 3rd – Hudson Valley Garden Fair, Montgomery Place, 25 Gardener Way, Red Hook, NY.  
www.hvgardenfair.com   laura@hvga.org    
 

May 10th & 11th – Orchid Society of Northwestern Pennsylvania Show, JMC Arena, 423 W 
38th St., Erie, PA.  Susanne Lester  814-838-2522  lesters@velosity.net   
 

May 10th – Northeast Judging Center Judges Forum, St. Andrews Episcopal Church, 232 
Durham Road, Madison, CT.  Robert Winkley  617-282-7351 rwinkley@aol.com   
 

May 17th & 18th – Central Pennsylvania Orchid Society's 49th Annual Orchid Show, Ag 
Arena, Penn State University, Park Avenue, University Park, PA. Cathy Riemer 814-353-8741 
cathy+cpos14show@bx.psu.edu   
 

June 6th to 8th – Shore Orchid Festival, Silva Orchids, 635 Wayside Road, Neptune, NJ.  Beth 
Silva 732-922-2635  basilva@optonline.net  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Orchid events around the country can be found in the AOS magazine Orchids or on the AOS  
website at www.aos.org.  Check before traveling to see if there may be a local orchid event at your 
destination.  For Hudson Valley gardening events, see www.HVgardencalendar.com.  

     May 2014 

A recipe for a neem-oil foliar-spray solution suggested by growers is as follows:  Mix 1 teaspoon (5 
ml) of neem oil and ½ teaspoon (2.5 ml) of a gentle, plant-safe liquid dish soap (as a spreader and 
sticker for the oil) to 1 quart (.9 l) of warm water;  or 4 teaspoons (20 ml) of neem oil and 2 teaspoons 
(10 ml) of liquid dish soap to 1 gallon (3.8 l) of water.  A 50:50 solution of isopropyl alcohol and 
warm water can be substituted for plain water.   
 

Shake the solution intermittently during application to keep the ingredients well mixed.  Because the 
oil smothers insect pests, be sure to completely cover all plant surfaces for maximum effectiveness.  
Some sources indicate that the mixture begins to break down after eight hours, so a fresh batch should 
be used at every application.  The insect-controlling properties of neem lose effectiveness over time, 
especially in warmer temperatures, and may be washed off during watering or by rainfall, so repeat 
sprayings at weekly to biweekly intervals are needed to control successive generations of pests.  In 
addition, it is useful to keep up manual removal of bugs as part of the control regime. 
 

Precautions  
Oil solutions should never be applied to plants during hot weather (85° F [29° C] or warmer) or in 
direct sunlight.  To prevent burning of tissues, treated plants should be shaded until the application is 
dry.  Another consideration is avoiding strong or excessive amounts of detergent or use of ammonia-
based cleaners, as these may damage your plants, especially sensitive parts like buds and flowers.  
This is particularly true of soaps that could remove natural protective waxes from plant tissues.  One 
source suggests that the flowers of some orchids, such as Miltonia and Masdevallia species, may be 
sensitive to neem oil.  Horticultural oils, including neem, can also affect bees if it contacts them – 
once the spray has settled it is no longer harmful. 
 

Other Considerations  
Most growers like to see insect pests drop dead right away.  Although pesticides usually provide that 
instant gratification, their use contributes to the buildup of toxins in the environment, can affect 
beneficial insects and generate populations of pests resistant to their effects.  In addition, these 
chemicals are responsible for the accidental poisoning of humans, pets, livestock and wildlife 
populations.   
 

As an option for ecologically friendly pest management, neem is nontoxic to humans, animals and 
beneficial insects.  It is biodegradable, does not build up resistance in pests and is relatively 
inexpensive.  For safety and health reasons alone, controls such as this may be the only option for 
indoor growers or those whose collections reside in or very close to their living area. 
 

 

http://www.cnyos.org/
http://www.nepaorchidsociety.org/
http://www.pinelandsorchidsociety.org/
http://www.nenyos.org/
http://www.suffolkorchids.com/
http://www.deepcutorchids.com/
http://www.manhattanorchid.org/
http://www.ctorchids.org/
http://www.njorchids.org/
http://www.longislandorchidsociety.org/
http://www.oswp.org/
http://www.storchidsociety.com/
http://www.siosonline.com/
http://www.gnyos.org/
http://www.ramapoorchid.org/
mailto:mbridge@blackmeadowflora.com
mailto:anneetinker@yahoo.com
mailto:johnlkli@yahoo.com
http://www.longislandorchidsociety.org/
http://www.hvgardenfair.com/
mailto:laura@hvga.org
mailto:lesters@velosity.net
mailto:rwinkley@aol.com
mailto:cathy+cpos14show@bx.psu.edu
mailto:basilva@optonline.net
http://www.aos.org/
http://www.hvgardencalendar.com/
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A
O

S Judging 
 The N

ortheast Judging C
enter holds tw

o m
onthly orchid judging sessions: 

 1
st Saturday of each m

onth at Tow
er H

ill B
otanic G

arden, B
oylston, M

A
.  N

ew
 

contact for directions: R
obert W

inkley (617) 282-7351.  w
w

w
.tow

erhillbg.org.  
 3

rd Saturday of each m
onth at the B

artlett A
rboretum

 and G
ardens, 151 B

rookdale 
R

oad, Stam
ford, C

onnecticut.  Slides or presentations at 10am
, judging begins around 

12pm
; bring your lunch.  

 For further inform
ation, contact R

ita C
ohen at 516-374-6426 or orchart@

optonline.net 
  

D
irections to A

O
S Judging at the B

artlett A
rboretum

 &
 G

ardens  
 Form

erly at the H
am

pton Inn, Elm
sford, the regular A

O
S N

ortheast judging m
eetings have m

oved to a new
 location about 15-20 

m
inutes aw

ay, at the B
artlett A

rboretum
 &

 G
ardens, Stam

ford, C
T.  

 From
 the M

erritt Parkw
ay (R

oute 15).  Take Exit 35 and follow
 H

igh R
idge R

oad (R
oute 137) north for 1.5 m

iles to B
rookdale R

oad.  
Turn left on B

rookdale R
oad and proceed 3/10 of a m

ile.  The entrance to the B
artlett A

rboretum
 w

ill be on your right. 
It is a beautiful facility and a great place to visit. Their w

ebsite is w
w

w
.bartlettarboretum

.org or you can call 203-322-6971. 
 

C
heck out our  

Facebook Page 
 It’s M

id-H
udson O

rchid Society 
                                            

http://www.towerhillbg.org/
mailto:orchart@optonline.net
http://www.bartlettarboretum.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Mid-Hudson-Orchid-Society/199456320149911

