
     

 

www.mhos.us.com    

The Mid-Hudson Orchid 
Society meets the 2nd 
Sunday of each month at 
1:30 pm at the Union 
Presbyterian Church,  
44 Balmville Road  
(corner of Balmville  
Road and Beech Street),  
in Newburgh, NY 12550. 
 
Bring your blooming 
orchids for the show table. 
 
 

2014 Meeting Dates 
 

February 9 – MHOS 
member Dennis Sandberg 
speaking on his trip to 
Ecuador (NP) 
 

March 8 – Spring Show 
and Sale 
 

April 13 TBD 
 

May 4 (one week early due    
to Mother’s Day) – Dr. Clark 
Riley: “Orchid Taxonomy for 
Fun & Profit” 
 

June 8 – Marc Hachadourian 
of The New York Botanical 
Garden, on “Extreme 
Orchids: From the Beautiful 
to the Bizarre - A Survey of 
Orchid Biodiversity” 
 

July & August – no meeting 
 

September 14 TBD 
 

October 18 – Fall Show 
and Sale 
 

November 9 – speaker Ron 
McHatton, Chief Operating 
Officer, AOS (tentative) 
 

December 14 – Elections 
and Holiday Pot Luck 

February 2014 

MHOS NEWSLETTER 

Meetings 

 

 

MHOS is an Affiliated Organization of the American Orchid Society 
 

(NP) = Member plant 
sales not permitted 
 

(P) = Member plant sales 
permitted 
 

February 9th Meeting – Dennis Sandberg speaks on his trip to  
Ecuador 
  
In November 2013, MHOS member Dennis  
Sandberg visited Ecuagenera, the largest exporter  
of orchids in Ecuador.  He will be our February  
speaker, talking about his trip and the orchids of  
Ecuador.  He will also bring a large selection of  
plants for sale. (See photos below for examples.)   
 

Ecuador is among the world’s most orchid-rich  
countries.  According to Pepe Portilla of  
Ecuagenera, Ecuador has 4,200 species, many of  
which are endangered.  “Ecuagenera is credited  
with describing one thousand species,” he says,  
“but we will get to seven thousand, once we  
describe all the species in Ecuador.  By comparison, the United States has one hundred and 
thirty species of orchids, mainly in Florida.”  
 

The plants for sale at our February meeting will include plenty of hand-picked orchids from 
Ecuador and Jamaica.  He will bring a new species:  broghtonia, both species and hybrids 
(compact plants with beautiful flowers), as well as a good selection of Phrags.  Dennis believes 
this is the best selection of plants he has ever brought to an MHOS meeting.  
 

He would appreciate being the only seller at the MHOS meeting, but says it’s okay if someone 
has a plant that blooms just then and “must go” at the February meeting.      
 

You can contact Dennis for a pre-list at 914-962-1541 or by email dhsandberg@optonline.net.   
 

For information on Ecuagenera, go to www.ecuagenera.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Dracula fuligifera  

Dennis in the Ecuagenera display greenhouse 

Spring Show & Sale is Saturday, March 8th  
 

Our March meeting will be replaced by the spring show and sale on Saturday, March 8th. 
 

Please contact Elisabeth Mansfield at 845-294-1000 if you plan to sell or if you are able to lend 
a hand.  And please review the Guidelines for Selling on the website.  As always, everyone is 
invited to bring finger foods.  Please plan to bring foods other than sweets – we'll be there most 
of the day.  
 

Now is the time to start posting flyers about the sale!  You can download and print them from 
the Calendar page of our website at www.mhos.us.com.   
 

Laelia flava 
 

Masdevallia 
princeps 

Masdevallia 
veitchiana 

Upper right: Phragmipedium 
Peruflora’s Cirila Alca 
 

Lower right: Phragmipedium 
Hanne Popow 

http://www.mhos.us.com/
mailto:dhsandberg@optonline.net
http://www.ecuagenera.com/
http://www.mhos.us.com/
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President * 
Elisabeth Mansfield 
845-294-1000 
 
Vice President * 
Isabel Lopatin 
845-265-9057 
 
Membership Secretary * 
Ruth Nattras 
845-343-2901 
 
Corresponding 
Secretary * 
Denise Giardullo 
845-687-4891 
 
Program Secretary * 
Bryan Bailey 
845-728-2336 
 
Recording Secretary * 
Brenda Peterson 
914-489-9152 
 
Treasurer * 
John Warren 
845-562-0681 
 
AOS Rep 
Lois Brennan 
845-255-7931 
 
Librarian  
Ruth Nattras   
845-343-2901  
 
Newsletter  
and Website 
Elisabeth Mansfield 
845-294-1000 
Elisabeth@Mansfield
Commercial.com  
 
* MHOS Officers 
 

Other positions  
are volunteer 

 
 

MHOS Officers 

& Volunteers 

       2014  

 

        February 2014 

... Keep Your Plants Happy...  
 

Use bloombooster (low nitrogen) fertilizer on phals spiking or budding for spring shows. 
The flowers will be stronger and may last longer.  
As soon as you notice new green shoots on bletilla, pleiones or plecteilis (habenaria) (Egret 
flower), begin watering sparingly. Increase watering gradually over the next two weeks, 
until you are keeping them regularly moist. You may begin feeding them again at that time. 
Continue to keep them cool but bring them into bright filtered light. You may repot or 
divide them at this time. Many bletillas should be in spike by the end of the month. 

By Elena Gaillard & Michael Morales, of the Manhattan Orchid Society.  
 Reprinted from North Jersey Orchid Society newsletter February 2013 

. . . And They’ll Bloom For You  
 

Nobile dendrobiums should be in bud or in bloom. If you wish to delay the opening of buds 
a few weeks more, keep the plants very cold (nights in the low 50s, days in the 70s) until 
you want the buds to open; then bring them into a warmer spot (nights in the high 50s, days 
high 70s, low 80s) about a week before you need the flowers.  Once the flowers are open, 
keep them cool to prolong bloom.  A plant can remain in good condition for 4-6 weeks.  
Maintain the rest periods of various deciduous dendrobiums. Some, such as D. capillipes, D. 
bellatulum and D. senile should be showing bud formations as swellings at the nodes (old 
leaf axils) of the stems; D. aggregation (jenkensii) (lindleyii) should be spiking.  Increase 
syringing of the plants but do not water the plants until new growth also appears.  
Complex hybrid paphiopedilums (the ones with plain green leaves and large, waxy flowers) 
are budding or blooming now. Keep the plants cool (nights 55F, days no warmer than 80F) 
so the flowers will last as long as possible. Red-toned hybrids will be more brilliant in 
cooler temperatures. Greens and yellows will fade if they receive too much light, but since 
the plants are in constant growth while the flowers are open (and flowers can last as long as 
two months) don't make the plant suffer in the dark for the sake of the long-lasting flower; 
cut the blooms if you want to keep the plant in full growth, and they will last almost as long 
in water as on the plant. 

 

 

 

. . . Few Orchids are Blue . . .  
 

Fluctuating day/night temperatures play havoc with humidity levels. Run humidifiers to 
offset the dry heat of radiators; even placing pans of water on the radiators will help a bit.  
Aerial and surface root tips will cover over with white root velamen if relative humidity is 
too low. Keep a close watch on new roots of new growths.  
Keep your humidifiers clean! Don't let them become festering cesspools of bacteria, slime, 
and molds! Or, put less floridly, cleaning and rinsing the water tanks on a daily basis will 
prevent growth of unwelcome organisms that may cause unpleasant allergic reactions when 
spewed into the air you breathe.  

 

Some Orchids are Red . . . 
  

If you want your red cattleyas, oncidiums, paphs, miltoniopsis, phals and masdevallias to be 
as true and brilliant a Valentine's Day red as possible, keep the buds cool while opening and 
just afterwards.  High light intensity and cool temperatures intensify and deepen red flower 
colors.  Decreased metabolism and respiration at lower temperatures reduces the plants' 
need for sugars, but high light intensity increases sugar production.  The combination 
allows sugars to concentrate in the flowers and bind to the anthocyanin pigments that 
produce red color, stabilizing color.  Bright light also increases anthocyanin production as a 
sunscreen pro-tection.   
 

To keep flower color rich, put the opened flowers in a cool and shaded place.  Cool 
temperatures increase the size of the opening flowers, since the cells expand more slowly 
and evenly.  Just about all flowers will also last longer in cooler temperatures. 
 

  

mailto:Elisabeth@MansfieldCommercial.com
mailto:Elisabeth@MansfieldCommercial.com
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1st Sunday, 11:30am  
Central NY – Syracuse  
www.cnyos.org  
 

1st Sunday, 1 pm 
Northeastern PA – Lakeville 
www.nepaorchidsociety.org  
 

1st Tuesday, 7:30pm 
Pinelands – Medford, NJ 
pinelandsorchidsociety.org  
 

1st Saturday, 1:30pm   
North Eastern New York – 
Albany/Colonie, NY  
www.nenyos.org  
 

2nd Monday, 7:30pm  
Suffolk – Setauket  
www.suffolkorchids.com  
 

2nd Tuesday, 7pm 
Greater Westchester –  
White Plains, NY 
 

2nd Tuesday, 7:30pm   
Deep Cut – Tinton Falls, NJ 
www.deepcutorchids.com 
 

2nd Wednesday, 7pm   
Manhattan – New York, NY 
www.manhattanorchid.org  
 

2nd Wednesday, 7pm    
Connecticut – Farmington or 
Cheshire 
www.ctorchids.org  
 

2nd Thursday, 8pm  
North Jersey – East Hanover 
www.njorchids.org  
 

2nd Thursday, 7:30pm  
Long Island – Lynbrook 
longislandorchidsociety.org  
 

3rd Sunday, 2pm 
Western PA – Pittsburgh, PA 
www.oswp.org  
  

3rd Sunday, 2pm  
Southern Tier – Binghamton  
www.storchidsociety.com   
 

3rd Tuesday, 7pm  
Staten Island, NY 
www.siosonline.com  
 

3rd Wednesday 
Matinecock - Oyster Bay, NY 
 

3rd Wednesday, 7pm  
Greater NY – Bronx, NY 
www.gnyos.org 
 

3rd Thursday, 7pm   
Ramapo – Englewood, NJ 
www.ramapoorchid.org  
 

4th Tuesday, 7pm  
Jersey Highlands - Augusta, NJ 
www.jerseyhighlandsorchid. 
wordpress.com   
 
Check for date changes. Many 
do not meet in July or August. 
 

Other Area Societies 

Events in the Northeast 
 

February 6th to 9th – Deep Cut Orchid Society Show & Sale, Dearborn Market, 2170 Route 
35, Holmdel, NJ.  Contact Faye Arnett  732-786-8583  farnett@gmail.com 
 

February 8th & 9th – Southern Ontario Orchid Society Annual Show, Toronto Botanical 
Garden, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  Contact Peter Poot  905-640-
5643 peterpoot@capricornview.com  
 

February 14th to 16th – New Hampshire Orchid Society Show, Radisson Hotel, 11 Tara 
Blvd., Nashua, NH.  Contact Jean Hallstone  603-880-0404  jhallstone@yahoo.com  
 

February 15th – National Capital Orchid Society 34th Annual Paphiopedilum Forum, The 
National Arboretum, 3501 New York Ave NE, Washington, DC.  Contact Lynn Evans-Goldner 
410-610-4213  woodstream3@verizon.net   
 

February 22nd & 23rd – Amherst Orchid Society Show, Smith Vocational and Agricultural 
High School, 80 Locust St. (Rt. 9), Northampton, MA.  Contact Marc D. Gray  802-348-7926  
bulbophyllum@myfairpoint.net  
 

March 1st and 2nd – Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Garden "32nd Annual Orchid 
Show", Royal Botanical Gardens, 680 Plains Road West, Burlington, ON, Canada.  Contact 
Ben Boers  905-701-8102  bmboers@hotmail.com  
 

March 1st to 9th – 2014 Philadelphia Flower Show, Pennsylvania Convention Center, 1101 
Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA.  Contact Betty Greene  215-988-8826  bgreene@pennhort.org  
 

March 7th to 9th – Maryland Orchid Society 2014 Show, 2200 York Road, Timonium, MD.  
Contact William Scharf  410-456-1794  willworks@hughes.net  
 

March 8th – Mid-Hudson Orchid Society Spring Show & Sale, Union Presbyterian Church, 
44 Balmville Road, Newburgh, NY  12550 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Orchid events around the country can be found in the AOS magazine Orchids or on the AOS  
website at www.aos.org.  Check before traveling to see if there may be a local orchid event at your 
destination.  For Hudson Valley gardening events, see www.HVgardencalendar.com.  

     February 2014 

 

New Members – Need some orchid help? 
 
Have you recently joined MHOS and feel you need a little help with your orchids?   
 

We have a mentoring program where experienced growers are available to assist with 
questions and help to solve problems that new members might encounter.   
 

Please contact Isabel Lopatin at 914-393-2514 or via email when you need any help. 

J&L Orchids January Thaw Sale 
Everything is 20% Off!!* 

January 31st thru February 10th,   
9 - 4 each day 

Lots of New Plants! 
 

 We have been working hard to propagate plants  
to make sure we have an exciting selection of unusual species and hybrids.  
Some special plants are in limited quantities and available ONLY at the sale!  

We also have a nice selection of budded plants including  
Cattleyas, Neostylis Lou Sneary and showy intergenerics. 

 

Best Savings of the Year! 
Come chase away the Winter Blues 

www.jlorchids.com 
 

J&L Orchids 
20 Sherwood Rd, Easton, CT 06612  (203) 261-3772 

*at greenhouse only 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cnyos.org/
http://www.nepaorchidsociety.org/
http://www.pinelandsorchidsociety.org/
http://www.nenyos.org/
http://www.suffolkorchids.com/
http://www.deepcutorchids.com/
http://www.manhattanorchid.org/
http://www.ctorchids.org/
http://www.njorchids.org/
http://www.longislandorchidsociety.org/
http://www.oswp.org/
http://www.storchidsociety.com/
http://www.siosonline.com/
http://www.gnyos.org/
http://www.ramapoorchid.org/
mailto:farnett@gmail.com
mailto:peterpoot@capricornview.com
mailto:jhallstone@yahoo.com
mailto:woodstream3@verizon.net
mailto:bulbophyllum@myfairpoint.net
mailto:bmboers@hotmail.com
mailto:bgreene@pennhort.org
mailto:willworks@hughes.net
http://www.aos.org/
http://www.hvgardencalendar.com/
mailto:ilopatin@optonline.net
http://www.jlorchids.com/
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A
O

S Judging 
 The N

ortheast Judging C
enter holds tw

o m
onthly orchid judging sessions: 

 1
st Saturday of each m

onth at Tow
er H

ill B
otanic G

arden, B
oylston, M

A
.  N

ew
 

contact for directions: R
obert W

inkley (617) 282-7351.  w
w

w
.tow

erhillbg.org.  
 3

rd Saturday of each m
onth at the B

artlett A
rboretum

 and G
ardens, 151 B

rookdale 
R

oad, Stam
ford, C

onnecticut.  Slides or presentations at 10am
, judging begins around 

12pm
; bring your lunch.  

 For further inform
ation, contact R

ita C
ohen at 516-374-6426 or orchart@

optonline.net 
  

D
irections to A

O
S Judging at the B

artlett A
rboretum

 &
 G

ardens  
 Form

erly at the H
am

pton Inn, Elm
sford, the regular A

O
S N

ortheast judging m
eetings have m

oved to a new
 location about 15-20 

m
inutes aw

ay, at the B
artlett A

rboretum
 &

 G
ardens, Stam

ford, C
T.  

 From
 the M

erritt Parkw
ay (R

oute 15).  Take Exit 35 and follow
 H

igh R
idge R

oad (R
oute 137) north for 1.5 m

iles to B
rookdale R

oad.  
Turn left on B

rookdale R
oad and proceed 3/10 of a m

ile.  The entrance to the B
artlett A

rboretum
 w

ill be on your right. 
It is a beautiful facility and a great place to visit. Their w

ebsite is w
w

w
.bartlettarboretum

.org or you can call 203-322-6971. 
 

Inclem
ent w

eather  
 In case of inclem

ent w
eather, it is possible 

our m
onthly m

eeting could be cancelled.  
The follow

ing volunteers w
ill n

o
t ca

ll 

a
n

yo
n

e, they w
ill just accept calls from

  
m

em
bers w

ho w
ish to know

 if the m
eeting 

w
ill be held.   

 

R
uth N

attras  (845) 343-2901 
 

D
enise G

iardullo  (845) 687-4891 
 

http://www.towerhillbg.org/
mailto:orchart@optonline.net
http://www.bartlettarboretum.org/

