
     

 

www.mhos.us.com    

The Mid-Hudson Orchid 
Society meets the 2nd 
Sunday of each month at 
1:30 pm at the Union 
Presbyterian Church at the 
corner of Balmville Road 
and Beech Street in 
Newburgh (Balmville), 
NY  
 

Bring your blooming 
orchids for the show 
table. 
 
2010 Meeting Dates 
 
 

November 14, 1:30pm –  
Dr. Lawrence Schweitzer 
"Orchid Photography for 
the Rank Amateur" 
 

December 12 – Pot Luck 
Holiday Dinner 
 

2011 Meeting Dates 
 

January 9 
 

February 13 
 

March 12 (Saturday) – 
Spring Show and Sale 
 

April 10 – Extended 
show table and judging 
 

May 1 (a week early due 
to Mother's Day) –  
speaker Carri Raven-
Riemann, The OrchidPhile 
 

June 12  
 

July – no meeting 
 

August – no meeting 
 

September 11 
 

October 15 (Saturday) 
– Show and Sale 
 

November 13 
 

December 11 – Pot Luck 
Holiday Dinner 
 

November 2010 

MHOS NEWSLETTER 

Meetings 

 

 

November Speaker –  Dr. Lawrence Schweitzer  
"Orchid Photography for the Rank Amateur" 
 

Somehow, despite 30 years of orchid growing experience and a dozen or two 
cultural awards, Dr. Schweitzer has managed to watch each and every one of 
his flowers shrivel and die.  Probably you've had similar results.  That's why it's 
so important to preserve a memory of what was.  
 

This presentation should reveal easy techniques any grower could adopt to 
produce such a record.  What makes for a decent photo?  Equipment,  lighting, 
grooming, display ... he'll touch on it all. 
 

Dr. Schweitzer has a mostly species collection.  His greenhouse holds plants collected from around the 
world as well as from nurseries, fellow enthusiasts, and the web.  The little cup which used to hold the 
labels of the dearly departed plants isn't so little anymore, but the photo archive remains intact.  With 
today's fabulous technology, you too can be a player in this low-stakes game. 
 

MHOS Elections 
 

The nominating committee (Rob Greene, Carlos Perez, and 
Ron Champion) will present a list of candidates at the 
November meeting for vote at the December meeting.  Five 
offices are  open for nomination: President, Vice 
President*, Program Secretary, Membership Secretary, and 
Corresponding Secretary (*existing officer in this position 
will be running for another position so this slot will also 
need to be filled).  Job descriptions are in the By-Laws, 
posted on our website.  If you are interested in serving as 
an officer for any of these positions, please contact Rob, 
Carlos or Ron before the November 14th meeting.  In 
addition, anyone can be nominated from the floor at the 
December meeting, prior to the elections.  The voting in 
December will take place by secret ballot. 
 

 

 

 

MHOS Dues  
 

Payment of your 2011 dues will be 
accepted at the November and 
December meetings.  Dues are $25 
for individuals, $35 for families.   
Or mail your check, payable to  
MHOS, to: 
 

   Ruth Nattras 
   2 Lake Avenue 
   Middletown, NY 10940  
 

Remember that you must renew 
before December 31, 2010, to 
continue receiving the newsletter 
and other MHOS member benefits.     
 

October's Show & Sale 
We had a beautiful day for the MHOS Fall Show and Sale on October 16th.  Dennis Sandberg and 
Werner Kabitzke (see photo below) accepted the challenge and demonstrated how to divide a very 
overgrown Coelogyne (bifordense x pandurata) that belonged to Elisabeth Mansfield.   

Several plants were potted up and Werner also bagged up and 
distributed some back-bulbs in wet sphagnum moss that can be 
planted once buds appear. Although Spring may have been the more 
desirable time to repot this orchid, sometimes a plant just cries out and 
you have to oblige! 
Many thanks to Carolyn Sanders and 
Ron Champion (pictured at right) for  
handling the MHOS supply table,  
and to all other members who helped  
out.  Thanks to Mitchell Klein for  
capturing the show through his  
photography.  To see more of  
his photos, go to 
www.mhos.us.com/events.html.   

http://www.mhos.us.com/
http://www.mhos.us.com/events.html
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President 
Dennis Sandberg 
914-954-7132 
 
Vice President 
Ruth Nattras 
845-343-2901 
 
Membership Secretary 
Ruth Nattras 
845-343-2901 
 
Corresponding 
Secretary 
Holly Read 
845-855-1842 
 
Program Secretary 
Carolyn Sanders 
917-774-1018 
 
Recording Secretary 
Lois Brennan 
845-255-7931 
 
Treasurer 
Bob Phillips 
518-784-9403 
 
AOS Rep 
Lois Brennan 
845-255-7931 
 
Librarian  
Ruth Nattras   
845-343-2901  
 
Supplies 
Carolyn Sanders 
917-774-1018 
 
Newsletter  
and Website 
Elisabeth Mansfield 
845-294-1000 
Elisabeth@Mansfield
Commercial.com  
 
 
 
 
 

MHOS Officers 
& Volunteers 
       2010  
 

        November 2010 

 

Here is this month's contribution by MHOS member John J. Rashak: 
 

Early orchid fertilizers consisted of bonemeal powder or another high-ammonia product known as 
cow-tea.  This has evolved over time into high-nitrogen fertilizers used to promote growth at the 
start of the growing season, followed by phosphate-based fertilizers used to promote flowering in 
mature orchids.   
 

Watering orchids can be as perplexing as fertilizing orchids.  The key to watering is to maintain a 
moist environment.  Pseudobulbs should be plump.  In general, orchids should be watered once or 
twice a week during the growing season, and once every two or three weeks during the rest of the 
year.  Orchids that grow year-round should be watered slightly more in summer than in winter.   
 

A small orchid in a large pot needs less water than a large orchid in a small pot, since it’s 
important that an orchid’s roots get adequate water.  Another tip is that orchids should be watered 
early in the day when the temperature is rising, because orchids hate to be wet and cold.   
The water that orchids receive should be close to room temperature and a pH of around seven.  
Epiphytes, like vandas, do not like water that contains lime or calcium.  Also, the salts that are 
added to drinking water by water softeners can be harmful to orchids.  

 

Most orchids have two seasons:  
a growing season and a resting  
season.  The latter can last a  
few weeks or a few months.   
Orchids with pseudobulbs need  
the most rest.  However,  
paphiopedilums and  
phalaenopsis rest by slowing  
their growth rates.  Most orchids  
rest in winter, which corresponds 
to the dry season in their natural  
habitat.  Orchids rest in order to  
conserve water.  Lycastes, pleiones  

and some dendrobiums undergo a “deciduous” rest, which means they undergo a dramatic  
reduction in foliage at the end of the growing season.  However, most orchids remain “evergreen”,  
losing just a minor amount of foliage while resting.   

 

 

Ancistrochilus thomsonianus, 
 a deciduous orchid 

From rePotme.com 
 

Orchids that are in bloom now may well need 
repotting when their blooming ends. It is time to 
think about having mixes and pots on hand to repot 
those orchids.  
 

We are looking for most of our Phalaenopsis to set 
spikes by Thanksgiving. Get ready to stake up all 
those spikes and arching inflorescences. We'll show 
you an example in our orchid staking tutorial.  
 

Not sure if it is a spike or a root? Spikes emerge 
from the same area of the plant as the roots, and  

there are anxious 
moments awaiting a 
verdict of "is it a  
spike?" Spikes look 
like "mittens" or 
little hands and are 
not purely round like 
roots. Look for this 
characteristic shape 
as shown here.  

 

Orchids at Union Square 
 

MHOS member Anna Herscher found 
out that Silva Orchids of New Jersey 
sells at the Union Square Greenmarket 
in Manhattan on Wednesdays and 
alternate Saturdays.  This is a great 
convenience for anyone that travels 
into the city, as otherwise they would 
have to visit Silva Orchids by traveling 
way down into New Jersey. 
 

According to the vendor list, another 
orchid grower, MK Orchid Farm from 
Orange County, is at the Greenmarket 
every Monday. 
 

The Union Square Greenmarket is a 
year-round farmers market open 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays, 8am to 6pm, at Union 
Square, West 17th Street between 
Broadway and Park Avenue South.   
For more info, go to   
grownyc.org/unionsquaregreenmarket. 

The same orchid, dormant 

mailto:Elisabeth@MansfieldCommercial.com
mailto:Elisabeth@MansfieldCommercial.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=a8ch8rcab&et=1103765638972&s=5903&e=0012_dRSzu_tWcaTv7KC_-0TzvvomqMI7dnWSRjrmgRB_lNho5g8FgNvIf9vSEfxk-ZXJWLOlecphfYNqexmg8f0TaT0Ee02pkf6FOo1Jcz7m3f-eV6I2N4zY5pObQzzqLpUhH0_bC4Cak9zd3mgoAXIMKOaozVqQ6R
http://www.grownyc.org/unionsquaregreenmarket
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AOS Essay Contest 
 

Time to sharpen up those pencils and put on your thinking caps for the annual Gordon W. 
Dillon - Richard C. Peterson Memorial Essay Contest.  
The theme for the 2011 contest is Going Green: Conserving Resources and Still Growing 
Healthy Orchids.  Tell us how you have adapted your orchid growing space and techniques to  
conserve energy and resources.  If doing so has provided any unexpected benefits, share those 
with our readers.  The deadline is November 30, 2010.  The winning entry, if any, will be 
published in the June 2011 issue of Orchids magazine. 
Contest Rules: The essay must be an original, unpublished article. 
 The contest is open to all persons except employees of the American Orchid Society and 

their immediate families.  You do not need to be an AOS member to enter. 
 Submissions must be no more than 5,000 words. 
 Manuscripts must be submitted in English and may be submitted electronically as MS 

Word or compatible word processor file. 
 Submissions will be judged without knowledge of the identity of the author.  The decision 

of the judges is final.  If no entries meet the expected criteria of excellence, the award will 
be withheld. 

 Artwork is not necessary for entering this competition.  
Non-winning entries will be returned to the contestant if requested.  Such entries are eligible for 
resubmission in subsequent contests.  These non-winning entries will also be considered for 
publication by the editor of Orchids and may be used in Orchids or other AOS publications with 
the written permission of the author.  Published entries will not be eligible for consideration in 
subsequent contests. 
Submit all entries to: Jim Watson, American Orchid Society, 16700 AOS Lane, Delray Beach, 
FL 33446.  561-404-2040  jwatson@aos.org  
 

 

1st Sunday 
Central NY – Syracuse  
www.cnyos.org  
 
1st Sunday-1 pm 
Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Society – Lakeville, PA 
 
1st Tuesday – 7:30pm 
Pinelands Orchid Society – 
Medford, NJ 
pinelandsorchidsociety.org  
 
1st Saturday  
North Eastern New York – 
Albany/Colonie, NY  
www.nenyos.org  
 
2nd Tuesday 
Greater Westchester –  
White Plains, NY 
 
2nd Tuesday  
Deep Cut – Tinton Falls, NJ 
www.deepcutorchids.com 
 
2nd Wednesday 
Manhattan, NY 
www.manhattanorchid.com  
 
2nd Wednesday  
Connecticut – Hartford or 
New Haven 
www.ctorchids.org  
 
2nd Thursday 
North Jersey – East Hanover 
www.njorchids.org  
 
2nd Thursday  
Long Island – Valley Stream 
 
3rd Sunday 
Southern Tier – 
Binghamton, NY 
www.storchidsociety.com   
 
3rd Tuesday 
Staten Island, NY 
www.siosonline.com  
 
3rd Wednesday 
Matinecock - Oyster Bay, NY 
 
3rd Wednesday  
Greater NY – Bronx, NY 
www.gnyos.org 
 
3rd Thursday  
Ramapo, NJ 
www.ramapoorchid.org  
 
4th Tuesday 
Jersey Highlands Society – 
Augusta, NJ 
jheydel@optonline.net  
 
  
 

Other Area Societies 

Events in the Northeast 
 

November 5th to 7th – Massachusetts Orchid Society Show, Tower Hill Botanic Garden, 11 
French Dr., Boylston, MA. Joanna Ecksrom (603) 654-5070; mosorhcidshow@comcast.net. 
 

November 13th – Northeast Judging Center Forum, First Congregational Church, 1009 Main 
St., Branford, CT.  Robert Winkley (617) 282-7351; rwinkley@aol.com. 
 

November 13th – Woodland Gardens Annual Holiday Open House, 168 Woodland Gardens 
St, Manchester, CT.  www.woodlandgardens.com  
 

November 20th – Sandpiper Orchid Society Annual Orchid Auction, 9:30am, Galloway 
Library, 306 E Jimmie Leeds Rd, Galloway, NJ.  609-693-4174 sandpiperOS@gmail.com  
 

November 23rd – Jersey Highlands Orchid Society, 7pm, speaker Al Tamashausky.  Tri-Co 
Credit Union, 47 Rte 206, Augusta, NJ.  Joe Heydel 908-362-0071 jheydel@optonline.net  
 

December 5th & 6th – Tewksbury Orchids Annual Holiday Open House and 50th anniversary 
of Heart's Ease Greenhouse & Nursery, 213 Old Turnpike Rd (Route 517), Califon, NJ  07830.  
908-832-2708  www.tewksburyorchids.com  
 

December 15th – Connecticut Orchid Society Holiday Mini-Auction, 7:30 pm, Agriculture 
Experiment Station, New Haven, CT.  www.ctorchids.org.  Judy Becker 860-435-2263 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

These events and others around the country can be found online at: www.aos.org/aos/events 
courtesy of the AOS.  Check this website before traveling to see if there may be a local orchid 
event at your destination.  Everything published in Orchids magazine is also on the web page. 

     November 2010 

American Orchid Society 2011 Calendar 
 

24 pages, 13 color photographs, 11" x 11" 
 

$12.50 each, including shipping and handling.  
Volume pricing available for orders of 12 or more. 
 

Order Online Today or call 561-404-2025  
E-mail shop@aos.org 

 

mailto:jwatson@aos.org
http://www.cnyos.org/
http://www.pinelandsorchidsociety.org/
http://www.nenyos.org/
http://www.deepcutorchids.com/
http://www.manhattanorchid.com/
http://www.ctorchids.org/
http://www.njorchids.org/
http://www.storchidsociety.com/
http://www.siosonline.com/
http://www.gnyos.org/
http://www.ramapoorchid.org/
mailto:jheydel@optonline.net
mailto:mosorhcidshow@comcast.net
mailto:rwinkley@aol.com
http://www.woodlandgardens.com/
mailto:sandpiperOS@gmail.com
mailto:%20jheydel@optonline.net
http://www.tewksburyorchids.com/
http://www.ctorchids.org/
http://www.aos.org/aos/events
http://www.aos.org/source/Orders/index.cfm
mailto:shop@aos.org
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A
O

S Judging 
 The N

ortheast Judging C
enter holds tw

o m
onthly orchid judging sessions: 

 1
st Saturday of each m

onth at Tow
er H

ill B
otanic G

arden, B
oylston, M

A
.  N

ew
 

contact for directions: R
obert W

inkley (617) 282-7351.  
 3

rd Saturday of each m
onth at H

am
pton Inn, 200 Tarrytow

n-W
hite Plains R

d (R
t. 

119), Elm
sford, N

Y
  (at I-287, exit 1). Slides or presentations at 10am

, judging begins 
around 12pm

; bring your lunch.  
 For further inform

ation, contact R
ita C

ohen at 516-374-6426 or orchart@
optonline.net 

  

D
irections to A

O
S Judging at the H

am
pton Inn in E

lm
sford  

FR
O

M
 O

R
A

N
G

E, U
LSTER

 C
O

U
N

TIES, N
EW

B
U

R
G

H, K
IN

G
STO

N: 
South on the N

Y
S Thruw

ay, to I-287 East (tow
ard  W

hite Plains), go over the Tappan Zee B
ridge. C

ontinue on Thruw
ay to second 

exit: Exit 8 – C
ross W

estchester Expressw
ay (R

oute 287 East). Take 287 East to first exit on your right – Exit 1. Take the fork on 
your right to Elm

sford. A
t the end of the ram

p, turn right on R
oute 119. H

am
pton Inn is on your left.   

 F
R

O
M

 N
O

R
TH

ER
N

 W
ESTC

H
ESTER, P

U
TN

A
M

, D
U

TC
H

ESS C
O

U
N

TIES: South on I-684, to C
ross W

estchester Expressw
ay R

oute I-287 
W

est. Stay on 287 W
est to Exit 1, m

ake left turn at light – H
am

pton Inn is a short distance on right. O
R South on Taconic Parkw

ay to 
South/W

est Saw
m

ill to I-287 W
est to Exit 1, m

ake left turn at light – H
am

pton Inn is a short distance on right. O
R

 South on R
oute 9 

to 9A
 to R

oute 119 Elm
sford, N

Y
, turn right on R

oute 119, go about 2-3 long blocks. See H
am

pton Inn on left.
 

Supplies - If you w
ould like supplies 

brought to an M
H

O
S m

eeting, please call 
C

arolyn Sanders before Friday preceding the 
m

eeting at 917-774-1018.  For a list of 
supplies, refer to the M

em
bers section of our 

w
eb site.  Supplies purchased through M

H
O

S 
are at very reasonable prices, w

ith no 
shipping charges.  For prices, check w

ith 
C

arolyn or see the M
H

O
S w

ebsite at 
w

w
w

.m
hos.us.com

/supplies.htm
l. 

mailto:orchart@optonline.net
http://www.mhos.us.com/supplies.html
http://www.mhos.us.com/supplies.html



